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eradicated from his body every attribute of manhood. By this act lie saved his life.
Some say that he was castrated by the sultan's orders. In allusion to this, Abu
'1-Hasan All '1-Bakharzi composed the following lines:

They say that, in your absence, the sultan deprived thai rampant stallion of every mark of
virility. I replied: " Be silent! he is now increased in virility since the renun-al of bis testicles,
" Every male scorns that any part of him should be called female (12), and he therefore cut
" them away by the roots,"

This idea is singularly original.    In the month of Muharrani, A. II. 456 (Dcc.-
Jan. A. D. 10634), Alp Arslan dismissed him from office, for motives too long to
relate, and confided the vizirship to Nizam al-Mulk Abu Ali al-llasan alTusi [vol. L
p. 413).    He afterwards imprisoned Amid al-Mulk at Naisapur, in the palace of the
governor [amid] of Khorasan, whence, at a later period, lie was removed to Mar\\ ar-
Md and confined in a house, a closet of which was allolted to his only daughter and
the other members of his family.    On discovering that his death had been resolved
on, he went into the closet and, having bid a last farewell to his relatives, he took
out a shroud [which he kept ready prepared}-, he then locked the door'of the closet,
and having performed his ablutions and offered up a prayer of two rate, he gave one
hundred Naisapurian dinars to the executioner and said to him : " What 1 require
" of you is, that you shroud my corpse in this cloth, which I washed in the [holy]
" waters of [the well] Zemzem, and that you say to the vizir Nizam al-Mulk: You
" have acted wrong in teaching the Turks to put to death their vizirs and the chiefs
" of the civil administration; he that digs a pit shall fall into it; he tbat traces out
" and acts by an evil line of conduct shall bear the sin of it and the sins of all those
" who follow his example/' He then yielded with resignation to the sealed decree of
God, and was executed on Sunday, the 16th of Zft '1-Hijja, A, BL 456 (29lh november,
A, D. 1064), being then aged upwards of forty years,    In allusion to this event, the
poet al-Bakharzi composed the following lines in which he addresses Alp Arslan:

Thy uncle took him into favour and, raising him to honours, ho gave Aim a spacious
residence in (the edifice of} the empire. Every prince in thy family did justice lo his
servants; (tkyunck) therefore bestowed on him prosperity, and'thou hast bestowed on him
paradise.

It is worthy of remark that his testicles were buried in Khowarezm, his blood was
shed at Marw ar-Rud, his body was interred at Kundur, his native village, his skull and